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Provided Is an optical recording medium whose 
surface Is not easily injured, particularly an 
optical recording medium which Is not required to 
be put into a cartridge. The optical recording 
medium comprises a recording layer (2), a 
covering layer comprising a polymer material (3), 
and a protective layer (4) which are successively 
deposited, recording or reproducing wavelength 
for the medium being 420nm or less, the 
numerical aperture of an optical system for the 
medium being 0.74 or more, and light being 
radiated to the side of the protective layer to read 
out data in the recording layer. In the medium, 
the protective layer has a hardness of 
1000kg/mm<2:> or more and a thickness of 4.66 
mu m or less. 
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